
 

English IV Day 1 
Standard(s)  

 

RI.7.1 Evaluate how the use of different mediums, modalities, or formats impacts the reader’s 

understanding of events, topics, concepts, and ideas in argument or informative texts. 

 

Learning 

Targets/I Can 

Statements  

 

RI.7.1 I can assess how gathering information from different formats impacts my understanding of 

a topic in informative texts. 

Essential 

Question(s)  

 

Do you believe adolescents are equipped to handle everyday stress? Why or why not? 

Resources Mental Health   

  

Article 1 “Teen suicide rates rising, study says social media use could be factor” Newsela article  

  

Article 2 “Controversy plagues school mental health screening” Newsela article  

  

Thinking Guide Sheet 

Learning 

Activities or 

Experiences  

 

Connection:  

 

Teens are increasingly under more pressure. Social media, responsibilities, school and social 

activities are some of the things that some young people may find stressful. Is there too much  

mental stress on teens? Are they equipped to handle the pressures they face?  

 

Review:  

 

 

Application:  

 

 

           o Explain the central idea of the article.  Please use at least two details from the article to                 

support your response.    

 

 

 

 Based on this article, identify one reason mental health screenings are needed in schools?  

Support your response with evidence from the text.  

  Why is it important to get mental health screening before or during adolescence?  Do you 

think this approach would be impactful?  Why or why not?  

 Consider the opening and closing paragraphs of the article.  Assess the relationship 

between the two paragraphs. 

 

 

 

teens? 

 

Closure/Reflection:  

 

       o How has learning about this topic through video and articles shaped your understanding of        

teen mental health issues?  

  

       o Which format (video or article) helped impacted your thinking most? Why?  

 



 

English IV Day 2 
Standard(s)  

 

RI.6.1 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course 

of a text including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis of the 

topic; provide an objective summary of the text.  

 

Learning 

Targets/I Can 

Statements  

 

RI.6.1 I can determine at least two central ideas of a text.  

  

RI.6.1 I can analyze the development of a text.  

  

RI.6.1 I can provide an objective summary of a text.  

 

Essential 

Question(s)  

 

What is the best way to ensure fairness in college admissions?  

 

Resources “How to Analyze a Political Cartoon” video Cartoon Analysis Guide Cartoon Analysis Guide 2 

Upfront Admission Scandal Cartoon  

Upfront Admission Scandal Cartoon Questions Learning Guide  

 

Learning 

Activities or 

Experiences  

 

Connection  

  

The college admissions scandal made headlines across the country as images of actors, fashion 

designers and wealthy business owners were accused of paying large sums of money to counselors 

and insiders to secure admission for their children in top universities.  Many people thought this 

was unfair and offered an illegal advantage to the rich, who already other financial advantages.  

  

In this lesson, you will work toward being able to analyze texts, determine central ideas, and 

provide a summary.  

 

Review  

  

Watch the video How to Analyze a Political Cartoon  

 

 

xt portion 

 

 

As you look at the cartoon, several things will stand out.  What do you think this cartoon is trying 

to tell you?  Is there more than one idea being communicated?  Why do you think so?  

  

Let’s take a moment to delve into how we look at cartoons and how to make sense of them.  

  

After looking at the cartoon, what connections did you make?  

  

Locate the “Cartoon Analysis Guide” instructions.  Follow the instructions as you try to uncover 

what you are seeing.  In this instance, the “text” is the cartoon you are reading.  There are very few 

words, but there is meaning in the image and the words you see.    

  

Use what you learn from the “Cartoon Analysis Guide” to help you analyze.  

  

Use the “Cartoon Analysis Guide 2” as a supplement to help with the terms and vocabulary for 

analyzing the cartoon.  

  

Now that you have taken notes, viewed the video and resources, take another look at the cartoon, 

“Upfront Admission Scandal Cartoon Questions” with some questions for you to answer.  



  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

As you look at the cartoon, several things will stand out.  What do you think this cartoon is trying 

to tell you?  Is there more than one idea being communicated?  Why do you think so?  

  

Let’s take a moment to delve into how we look at cartoons and how to make sense of them.  

  

After looking at the cartoon, what connections did you make?  

  

Locate the “Cartoon Analysis Guide” instructions.  Follow the instructions as you try to uncover 

what you are seeing.  In this instance, the “text” is the cartoon you are reading.  There are very few 

words, but there is meaning in the image and the words you see.    

  

Use what you learn from the “Cartoon Analysis Guide” to help you analyze.  

  

Use the “Cartoon Analysis Guide 2” as a supplement to help with the terms and vocabulary for 

analyzing the cartoon.  

  

Now that you have taken notes, viewed the video and resources, take another look at the cartoon, 

“Upfront Admission Scandal Cartoon Questions” with some questions for you to answer. 

 



 
 

Locate the Learning Guide  

  

Please answer the “Analyze the Political Cartoon” questions on the Learning Guide page.  

  

1. Who do the people in the cartoon represent?  What details suggest this?  

  

2. How is the person on the right depicted differently from the other two people?  What does this 

suggest about him?  

  

3. What does the cartoonist emphasize about the person on the right by underlining “BUNCH” in 

his speech bubble and drawing money coming out of his pocket?  

  

4. What point do you think the cartoonist is trying to make?  

  

  

Closure  

  

Locate your Learning Guide  

  

Write your final answer in your Learning Guide  

  

  

Based on the cartoon, do you think the author (artist) successfully makes his/her point about the 

unfairness of college admission?  Why or why not?  Use specific examples from the cartoon to 

support your answer 

 

  



 

English IV Day 3 
Standard(s)  

 

Standard 1: Formulate relevant, self-generated questions based on interests and/or needs that can be 

investigated.  

Learning 

Targets/I Can 

Statements  

 

I can 

I. 1.1 Use a recursive process to develop, evaluate, and refine, questions to broaden thinking on a 

specific idea that directs inquiry for new learning and deeper understanding. 

Essential 

Question(s)  

 

How can issues involving my chosen career impact whether I choose to pursue it or choose another 

career?  

Resources -Teacher generated PowerPoint 

-BLS.gov 

-Onetonline.org 

-Career Overview handout Parts 1 and 2 

Learning 

Activities or 

Experiences  

 

Connection:  

 

Some of you have known since elementary school what career you were going to pursue. For 

others, this idea is brand new. However, part of moving on with your life past high school is 

determining what your life will be. To that end, the senior project will help you validate your 

decisions or help you make a new one about who and what you want to be as you approach 

adulthood. This project is designed to help you with that decision making process as you look at 

your chosen career field and some the issues that may arise within it.  

 

Review:  

Senior Project Overview: What is the Senior Project?  

 

Application:  

 

Complete Step 1- Part 1 of the Career Overview  

 

 

Closure/Reflection:  

 

       o In what way has the information you have discovered so far influenced your decision about  

          your career? 

  

 

  



 

English IV Day 4 
Standard(s)  

 

Standard 1: Formulate relevant, self-generated questions based on interests and/or needs that can be 

investigated.  

Learning 

Targets/I Can 

Statements  

 

I can 

I. 1.1 Use a recursive process to develop, evaluate, and refine, questions to broaden thinking on a 

specific idea that directs inquiry for new learning and deeper understanding. 

Essential 

Question(s)  

 

How can issues involving my chosen career impact whether I choose to pursue it or choose another 

career?  

Resources -Teacher generated PowerPoint 

-BLS.gov 

-Onetonline.org 

-Career Overview handout Parts 1 and 2 

Learning 

Activities or 

Experiences  

 

Connection:  

 

Some of you have known since elementary school what career you were going to pursue. For 

others, this idea is brand new. However, part of moving on with your life past high school is 

determining what your life will be. To that end, the senior project will help you validate your 

decisions or help you make a new one about who and what you want to be as you approach 

adulthood. This project is designed to help you with that decision making process as you look at 

your chosen career field and some the issues that may arise within it.  

 

Review:  

Senior Project Overview: What is the Senior Project?  

 

Application:  

 

Complete Step 1- Part 2 of the Career Overview  

 

 

Closure/Reflection:  

 

       o Has your chosen career changed very much since it began?  

  

 

  



 

English IV Day 5 
Standard(s)  

 

Standard 1: Formulate relevant, self-generated questions based on interests and/or needs that can be 

investigated.  

Learning 

Targets/I Can 

Statements  

 

I can 

I. 1.1 Use a recursive process to develop, evaluate, and refine, questions to broaden thinking on a 

specific idea that directs inquiry for new learning and deeper understanding. 

Essential 

Question(s)  

 

How can issues involving my chosen career impact whether I choose to pursue it or choose another 

career?  

Resources -Teacher generated PowerPoint 

-BLS.gov 

-Onetonline.org 

-Career Overview handout Parts 1 and 2 

Learning 

Activities or 

Experiences  

 

Connection:  

 

Some of you have known since elementary school what career you were going to pursue. For 

others, this idea is brand new. However, part of moving on with your life past high school is 

determining what your life will be. To that end, the senior project will help you validate your 

decisions or help you make a new one about who and what you want to be as you approach 

adulthood. This project is designed to help you with that decision making process as you look at 

your chosen career field and some the issues that may arise within it.  

 

Review:  

Senior Project Overview: What is the Senior Project?  

 

Application:  

 

Complete Focusing A Topic Worksheet  

 

 

Closure/Reflection:  

 

       o Was it difficult to determine a topic for research? What made it difficult?   

  

 

 


